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RUTH, Chap. ii. 4. 


And behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and 
ſaid unto the Reapers, The Lord be with you; 
and ihey anſwered him, The Lord bleſs thee. 


OAZ came into his Field, and in- 
ſtead of curſing his Servants, as too 
> many do, he id, The Lord be with 
=p you: And they in return ſaid, The 
Lord bleſs thee, Here the Maſter is 
found calling on the Lord to be with 
his poor Servants, and no doubt but the good Man 
uſed often to call his Servants together to join in 
Prayer to the King of Kings. Boaz was a rich Man, 
and the Lord proſpered him and increaſed his Store; 
his Barns were filled, and his Cattle were numerous. 
Let us now compare our Farmers in this our Age, 
with Boaz, and we ſhall ſee the amazing Difference. 
Boaz bleſſed his Servants and feared the Lord, while 
many of our Farmers curſe their Servants, and ſwear, 
and blaſpheme the Name of their Creator, who is - 
_ bountiful Benefactor, and who increaſes their 
tore. 

Lr us in the firſt Place conſider in how man 
Things the Lord may be ſaid to bleſs the Huſ- 
bandman, and at what Time his Servants, may 
ſay, The Lord bleſs thee. 

SECONDLY, at what Time the Huſbandman may 
ſay to his Servants, The Lord be with you. 

AnD 'I hirdly to conclude with a few ſerious Re- 
flections. In 
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In the firſt Place, to conſider in how 


Things the Lord may be ſaid to bleſs the Huſband. 


man and at what Time his Servants may ſay, The 
Lord bleſs thee. 

iſt. 1 nt Lord bleſſes the Huſbandman with fa- 
vourable Weather that he may plow his Ground, or 
it will not yield its Increafe, and we ſhould all ſtarve 
for Lack of Bread. 


My dear Friends, when you are plowing your 


Ground,, think how long the Lord has ſpared you, 
and been gracious unto you, and for all his Mercies 


how ungrateful you have been. O beg the bleſſed 


D 


Lord to give you ſofter Hearts, and may his 3 
Mercies lead you to Repentance, and his Goodneſs 


draw you nearer to him, that you may love him with 


2 whole Heart; and if God afflicts you, you muſt 
umbly ſubmit to his bleſſed Will. 

TE Lord bleſſes the Huſbandman in ſowing 
Time: For the Huſbandman may ſow his Seed, but 
God can blaſt his Hopes and make the Ground un- 
fruitful, to puniſh him for his great Unfruitfulneſs. 

Mv dear Friends, let me aſk you what Fruit you 
have ever brought forth anſwerable to the Means of 
Grace which the Lord has afforded you? The Seed of 
his Word, which he has ſo plentifully ſown amongſt 
you, ſeems to be thrown away upon the greateſt Part 
of you: Whilſt one for Cuſtom's Sake juſt gives it 
the Hearing, but never conſiders it: Another is per- 
haps afflicted v ith it for the preſent, but upon the 
next Temptation — it: The Heart of a third is 
ſo poſſeſſed with the Cares of this Life, as. to. leave no 
Room for the Thoughts of a better. 

May the Lord give you honeſt and good Hearts, 
that you may hear his Word and keep it, and bring 
forth Fruit with Patience | May his Word be to you 
as good Seed ſown upon good Ground that ſprings 
up and bears Fruit an hundred Fold ! May he 
ſtrengthen you, that you may mortiſy your Luſts and 
fahdue your Paſſions ! | 
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AxoTHER Thing the Lord gives you ſtrength to 


do, and that is, to harrow the Seed: And were it 


not for harrowing your Labour would be loſt; for 
the Seed lying upon the Surface of the Ground would 


be carried away by the Birds before it could take any 
Root. 


How many of you will take up a Bible or ſome 


other good Book, and read in it a little while, and 


go to Church and hear a Sermon, and then you think 
y_ Work is done: But let me tell you, you do but 
ittle, for you know that without Harrowing you 
cannot expect a Crop, and without Meditation the 
Benefit of God's Word will be loft. -Bare reading 
or hearing is but juſt ſowing the Seed; it lies but 
upon the Surface of your Hearts, and will be moſt 
certainly ſnatched-away by the Devil, unleſs by Me- 
ditation you let it in, Ah cover'it as -it were out of 
his Sight. 

You often wiſh for favourable Weather, but you 
ſeldom kneel down and beg God's Blefling ; your 


'Graſs muſt be mowed to provide for your Cattle: If 


the Weather is bad your Hay will be ſpoiled ; and do 
you not deſerve to meet with every Misfortune for 


your Ingratitude to your heavenly Benefactor. 


Tur Scythe cuts down all before it, the young 
Graſs and the old: This is a lively Picture of the 
World, wherein Men dwell old and young together, 
*till Death cuts them off; and for all 1 can ſee they 
are all as careleſs and unconcerned about their latter 
End as the Graſs. Man knows he muſt die, and 
knows not but it may be this Minute, .yet he thinks 


not of it. O that we may number our Days and ſe- 


riouſly conſider that they are but a Span long: For 
Men in their beſt Eſtate are but Vanity; they are like 
the Graſs which in tne Morning is green and:groweth 
up, but in the Evening is cut down, dried up, and 
withered. May the Lord pity you and touch 
your hard Hearts, for you are unprepared to go to 
our long Home ! May the Lord give you Strength 

Lofore you go hence and be no more ſcen ! 
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Ir you have a fine Field of Corn, the Weeds will 
ſpring up, and have ever ſince the Time that ADAM 
was drove out of Paradice. In Paradice he taſted of 
heavenly Joys: But when he fell he was turned out 
of that happy Place, and was obliged to work for his 
Bread. See Geneſis iii. 17, 18, 19. And unto ADAM 
he ſaid, becauſe thou haſt hearkened unto the Voice of thy 

ife, and haſt eaten 7 the Tree of which I commanded 
thee ſaying, I bou ſhalt nat eat of it: Curſed is the 
Ground for thy Sate; in Sorrow ſbalt thou eat of it all 
the Days of thy Life. Thorns alſo and Thiſiles ſhall it 
bring forth to thee : And thou ſhalt eat the Herb of the 
Field. In the Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat Bread, 
till thou return unto the Ground. The ſame Sorrows 
that Abu taſted of ſo muſt all his Poſterity. The 
Caterpillars deſtroyed his Greens, and other Inſects 
fiezed on his Fruit and devoured it. The Birds de- 
voured his Corn, and the wild Beaſts fiezed his ten- 
der Lambs. The Thorns and Thiſtles ſprung up 
amongſt his Corn. Therefore al! the Cultivation in 
the World will not wholly prevent the Growth of 
Weeds. All that you can do, my Friends, is little 
enough to keep them from growing to ſuch a Head 
as to overtop and choak the Corn. And what we 
find in the Field, the ſame we feel in ourſelves, the 
Corruption of our Nature producing nothing but evil 
Fruits, which, if neglected, would ſoon choak the 
Seed of eternal Life God has ſown in our Hearts. 

My dear Friends, tho' we abſtain from ſuch groſs 
and crying Sins as Murder, Adultery, Drunkenneſs, 
Swearing, &c. yet if we are paſſionate, wander in 
our Prayers, and have many other Failings, we muſt 
ſtrive againſt them. 1 

2dly. How beautiful is a Field of green Corn! 
What a lovely Sight to behold ! but when over-run 
with Brambles and Moſs, it is then a Picture of a 
Man in his unconverted State, when his Soul is over- 
run with vicious Habits, and his Life and Actions all 
over deformed and irregular, But when a Man is 


fy i 
converted and become a new Creature, and loves his 
dear Creator, then he is all Love, Joy, Peace, long 
Suffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meeknefs, 
and Charity. Oh! What Virtues are theſe ! Who 
can be otherwiſe but raviſhed with them ? And only 
then, when a Man is thus changed, can he be com- 
pared to a beautiful Field of Corn; and then can his 
Servants with Pleafure ſay, he Lord bleſs thee! 
Bx perſuaded, my Friends, to abhor the Uglineſs of 
Sin, and love the Beauty of Holinefs. May we have 
no Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, or ſuffer any Evil to dwell 
in us! May we love Righteouſneſs | May the Lord 
cleanſe us from Sin and give us clean Hearts, and re- 
new right Spirits within us! Fhen ſhall we be ac- 
ceptable in the Sight cf him, who is our dear Lord 
and Redeemer.! | 
For another Mercy the Huſbandman is bound to 
praiſe God, and that is for ſending him ſuch Weather 
as ripens his Corn. Behold the beautiful Sight of a 
Field of ripe Corn, and praiſe that Almighty Being 
who ſo curiouſly forms and faſhions all Things. 
And may we remember, that that Almighty Lord, 
who forms the Wheat fo curiouſly, will at the Re- 
ſurrection of the Dead by his great Power cauſe the 
ſcattered Particles of our Bodies to be re- united, and 
we ſhall riſe the very ſame Men we at preſent are, and 
muſt appear before the Judgment-Seat to receive ac- 
cording to the Things we have done here, whether 
good or bad. What a Thought is it! But it is moſt 
true that our Bodies muſt riſe again. Let us pray to 
our dear Lord that he will have Mercy.on us that. we 
may not riſe to Shame and Confuſion of F ace, butto 
Honour, Life, and Immortality : May our Conver- 
ſation be heavenly. | | 
For another Mercy the Huſbandman is bound to 
return Thanks, and that is, for ſuitable Weather to 
go forth to reaping. . i 
THe Reapers muſt cut down all, both Corn, 
Tares, and Thiſtles : This ſhould put us in Mind _- 
\ \ 6 e 
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the End of the World ; then will the Angels be bufy 
in gathering all Mankind before the Throne of God ; 


then will the Wicked be ſeparated from the Juſt, for 


God will ſuffer nothing unholy to enter his King- 
dom, no ſorry Weeds will be there, but all uſeleſs 
Things will be caſt out, and the Wicked will be caſt 
into the Furnace of Fire, where ſhall be Weeping, 


Wailing, and Gnaſhing of Teeth for ever. This is 


a ſerious Conſideration. What will become of us, 
miſerable Sinners? May we ſtrive to work out our 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling, and be careful 
of all our Actions. May the blefled Lord have Mercy 
upon us, and not enter into ſtrict Judgment with us, 
for if he marks what we have done amiſs how ſhall 
we ſtand. 

Dos not the Lord bleſs you in an Increaſe of your 
Cattle? And ought you not to praiſe him for his 
Goodneſs? Read that ſweet Promiſe in Pſalm exxviii. 
Bleſſed is every one that feareth the Lord; that walketh 
in his Ways. For thou ſhalt eat the Labour of thine 
Hands : Happy ſhalt thou be, and it ball be well with 
thee. See alſo Deuteranomy xxviii. 3, 4, 5, 6. 
Bleſſed ſbalt thou be in the City, rat. bleſſed ſhalt 
thou be in the Field. Bleſſed ſhall be the Fruit of thy 
Body, and the Fruit of thy Ground, and the Fruit of 
#hy Cattle, the Increaje of thy Kine, and the Flocks of 
thy Sheep. Bleſſed 2 be thy Baſket and thy Store. 
Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou comeſt in, and bleſſed 
ſhalt thou be when thou goęſt out, 

O what ſweet Promiſes are theſe to thoſe that do 
well. A mild merciful Man will be merciful to his 
Beaſts. See Proverbs xii. 10, A righteous Man re- 
gardeth the Life of bis Beaſt : But the tender Mercies 
of the Wicked are cruel, Indeed ſome are ſo cruel to 
their poor Beaſts rhat they do not deſerve to be called- 


_ Chriſtians. Conſider, my Friends, that God has ſent 


you Cattle for your Uſe, you are not to ufe them 
cruelly. The poor Creatures do their Duties in 
their ſeveral Kinds; the Horſes are ready either to 

| draw 
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draw your Plow, or carry you and your Burdens; 
the Cows twice a Day return Home with their Ud- 
ders laden with Milk; and the Sheep yield you both 
Food and Raiment. They are all made for the Ser- 
vice of Man, and perform it accordingly : But Man” 
is not thankful to his Creator for all theſe Mercies, 
but is an ungrateful vile Wretch. 
RESOLVE, my dear Friends, to love the Lord who 
giveth you all theſe good Things. For as the Beaſts 
obey you, ſo ought you to adore that glorious Being 
who gives you theſe Creatures for your Uſe. 
THe Beaſts know their Feeders and haſten to meet 
them, and when in Want tell it by their Lowing and 
Bleating. O that we were but as ſenſible of the Ne- 
ceſſities of our Souls, as theſe Creatures are of the 
Wants of their Bodies. How eagerly then ſhould 
we embrace all Means of Grace which God hath of- 
fered us | How diligent ſhould we be in reading the 
Scriptures! How conſtant at Prayers and Sacra- 
ments] How attentive to the Word preached ! But 
alas ! Inſtead of that, How do we negle& the Word 
of Life! Either not reading or hearing at all, or at 
beſt with Careleſſneſs and Indifference. The public 
Worſhip we either careleſsly abſent from, or coldly 
attend to; we turn our Backs upon the Sacrament, 
and ſhamefully neglect the Bread of Life when offered 
to us; little bo we care for our poor Souls. | 
Ir we meet with Loſſes in Corn or Cattle it is a 
Puniſhment for our Sins ; nay, much leſs than our N 
Sins deſerve, Did not God in Judgment remember 4 
Mercy? He might have deſtroyed our Subſtance lon | 
ago; yea, and ſent our Souls and Bodies to Hell. G 
the malignant Nature of Sin ! It taints the very Air 
ve breathe in, it blaſts our Crops, and brings Diſeaſes 1 
upon our Cattle: Sometimes it raiſes Floods, and | 
drowns the F ruits of out Land; ſometimes it makes £2 
the Heavens as dry as Baſs, and hardens the Earth as 1 
Iron. In ſhort, it putteth the whole Frame of Nature 
out of Courſe. And who can we blame for this but 
aurſel ves? As for God he doth not willingly afflia — 
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-and when he does it, he does it as a Father, fer our 
on Good. If we did not ſmart under his Rod ſome- 
times, we ſhould be utterly undone : We ſhould be apt 
to go on in our Sins without any Remorſe, and fo 
periſh for ever. ; 

You muſt be honeſt in every Thing, and not live 
extravagantly, and run in D-bt, and eſpecially with 
your Landlord, for too many live long on their Eſtates 


With a Deſign to pay nothing. If you do not Juſtice 


to every one, how can you expect to be happy in 
another World? Or are iome of you very careful to 
make up your Accounts with — Would 
to God you were as careful about your Accounts with 
God, which are of a much greater Concern. You are 
all God's Tenants; of him you hold your Being ; all 
you have, and all you enjoy are in his fre good Gift. 

here 1s a Rent due to God, even the Improvement 
of all the Talents he has put into our Hands; and 
ſurely we ought to take care to pay it: Eſpecially 
ſince he doth not, like your earthly Landlord: require 
it for his own Sake, but for yours: For tho' his be 
the Glory, yet yours is the Benefit; the Returns you 
make to him make you never the poorer, and yet will 


lor ever increaſe your Reward. O do well, do right, 


and happy ſhalt tnou be in the Field and in the Houſe, 
and thy Servants ſhall rejoice, and with great Joy 
cry out, The Lerd be with thee. | 2 
2dly. AT what Time the Huſbandman may ſay to 
his Servants, The Lord be with you. 
AND do you, my dear Friends, wiſh to ſerve the 


+ King of Kings? If you do, you will find him your 


tbeſt and eternal Friend: The way to gain his Fa- 
our is to do what is right and juſt; and if you are 
bleſſed with the good Things of this Life, and have 
Servants, you muſt be as careful of them as you are 
-of yourſelves. 
WHEN you plant Trees, it is in Hopes that they 
will prove good ones; but if they prove otherwiſe, 


| you repent your Pains, 


Ax 
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AnD what are you all but Plants in the Garden of 
this World, and placed in it for good Ends? There- 
fore if you prove fruitleſs, do you not deſerve to be 
ſerved as you ſerve the unfruitful Trees ? even to be 
rooted up and burnt in the Fire. 

ARE not your Servants Plants in the Garden of the. 
Creation as well as you are ? Let me beg you to en- 
deavour to train them up in the Ways of Virtue and. 
Goodneſs, that you and they may grow in Grace and 
in the Fear of God, then will you all flouriſh as 
Plants, and be beautiful as Flowers for ever to bloſſom 
in a glorious Paradice. 

| = You mult never forget to call your Servants 

together to Family Prayer both Night and Morning, 
and teach them to read in the Bible; and to ſee them 
ſeeking the Way to Heaven will be your Crown of 
Rejoicing : And then may you ſay to them when 
they are going forth to their Work, The Lord be with 
you, and they will look upon you and ſay, The Lord 
bleſs thee. 

IF any of your Servants are wickedly inclined when 
they come to you, you muſt endeavour to reclaim them 
by Mildneſs. 2 

For you may remember in Grafting, that the ſour 
Crab by Art brings forth a good Apple, and a wild 
Cherry brings forth a kind and ſweet one: And in 
ſhort all Trees, however rough and unpleaſant in 
themſelves, are made to bear mild and pleaſant Fruit. 
LIE a ſour Crab is the beſt of Mankind in his 
corrupt natural State. Alas! Were we left to our- 
ſelves, we ſhould do no Manner of Thing that is 
good; all our Works would be wild and unpleaſant 
in the Sight of God; but when a Man is by Baptiſm 
of Repentance grafted into the Body of Chriſt's 
Church, he becomes a new Creature, and lives by 
the Influence of another Spirit. It is true indeed, 
there are too many, who, tho' engrafted into the 
Church, live no better, nay worſe, than many Hea- 
thens : But theſe are dead Cions, ſuch as the Sap 
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and Spirit of the Tree cannot enter; therefore they 
all be cut off again and caſt into the Fire. 

SOME of your Servants may have been brought up 
without being taught their Duty; therefore you will 
do well to teach them, and you will have your Re- 
ward another Day; and your poor Servants will call 
upon the Lord to bleſs you, and you may anſwer and 
Ray with Boaz, The Lord be with you. 

Be not as the Trees, my dear Friends, for they put 


Forth fruitleſs Branches, and therefore require to be 


pruned. And do not ſome of you indulge fooliſh and 
extravagant Luſts, and ſpend all your Time and 
Strength in Folly and Vanity, and neglect the Duties 
of Religion. Religion is a Fruit that will bloſſom 
and lead to eternal Felicity : Be perſuaded to endea- 
vour to mortify your corrupt Luſts, and beg God to 
Plant in you the Seeds of Goodneſs that you may 
row in Grace. Be perſuaded never to give way to 
ooliſh Paſſions and unreaſonable Deſires. If you 
ſtrive to do well you will be bleſſed, and all good 
People will reſpect you, and then may your Servants 
fay to you, The Lord bleſs you. | 
How happy the Beginning to call your Family in 
the Morning to praiſe the King of Kings, when each 
one of your Family ſhall bend the Knee to the ador- 
able Lord; and from your Heart you may ſay, Go 
forth to Work, my faithful Servants, and - & Lord be 
with you, for the Sun now ſhines over the Tops of 
the Hills, and the Shades of the Night are rd, 
and the Beaſts of Prey have laid themſelves down in 
their Dens. | 
Tux that do not pray to their Heavenly Father 


are like the brute Beaſts; but if we return Thanks to 


our glorious God we may fafely go forth to our 
Work, not fearing any Ill; but we mult not forget the 
Work of Religion, but remember our dear Redeemer 
who died to fave our Souls: Let us not miſpend pre- 


. cious Time that never can be recalled, but prepare for 


Eternity; whilſt our Eyes are looking down on the 
Earth, 
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Earth, may our dear immortal Souls look up to 
Heaven. 

LET me beg you all to make a proper Uſe of preci- 
ous Time before the Night of Death cometh, and ſo 
live that you may not be afraid to die. Happy are 
theſe Families in whoſe Houſes God is worſhipped ; 
there they may pray and fing Pſalms and Hymns to 
their great Creato1's Praiſe. They are happy while 
the giddy unthinking World,, who do not love their 
God, mock at their Piety ; but mind not their Mock- 
ery, my Friends, but pray for their Converſion, 

O be perſuaded to be religious, and then with 
Joyful Hearts you may look upon your Servants and 
ſay to them, The Lord be with you, and they ma 
ſhout aloud with Joy and ſay, The Lord bleſs thee ; 6 | 
bleſſed be the Day we became thy Servants, we have 
need to praiſe the Lord for his Goodneſs, 

- 3dly. I ſhall conclude with a few ſerious Reflec- | 
tions. 

AND I would now addreſs myſelf to thoſe who are 
Maſters of Families, and have never prayed to the 
King of Heaven, who has bountifully provided for 
them. And can it be ſaid of you, my Friends, that 
you never prayed in your Families, nor thanked God 
for bleſſing you with a plenteous Harveſt ? 

As Man winnoweth the Wheat, fo at the laſt Day, 
when all ſhall riſe out of their Graves, then will be 
parted the Juſt from the Unjuſt; then the true 
Lovers of God and Goodneſs will only maintain their 
Ground, and the Wicked will be blown away (like 
Chaff from the Wheat) into the Flames. 5 that 
our Faith may be firm and ſteady, and that no Temp- 
tations may move us. Shall we ſwerve from the 
Truth? By no means! May we be poor and miſe- 
rable rather than have great Riches and loſe our dear 
Redeemer. | 

2dly. WHEN you fold your Sheep, are you not 
careful that you have not loſt one? For if one of the 
poor Creatures ftray it would perhaps meet * 
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Thief who would cut its Throat ; or, a malicious 
\''Y Neighbour would drive it to the Pound. 

| AND like to Sheep may all Mankind be compared 


who are going aſtray: But Jeſus the great Shepherd 
calls them to him. 

| | May the dear Jeſus, our Shepherd, never leave nor 
| | forſake us: And may we follow him, and he will 

1 lead us to Heaven and endleſs Felicity. 

g zdly. SHOULD any of you be idle and not mind 
your Buſineſs, but waſte your precious Time in the 
Ale-houſe, let me warn you of the Danger you are in 
by following ſuch wicked Practices, which will turn 
out to your utter Ruin. | | 

Go to the Ants and view theit Works. See Pro- 
verbs vi. b, 7, 8, 9. Go tothe Ant, thou Sluggard, con- 

fider her Ways and be wiſe : Which having no Guide, 
Overſeer, or Ruler, provideth her Meat in the Summer, 
and gathereth her Food in the Harveſt, How long wilt 
thou Sleep, O Sluggard ? Men wilt thou "_ out of 
thy Sleep? The Ant provides againſt an evil Day, buc 
Wh wilt thou be thoughtleſs and ſpend thy Wealth 
in Vanity? Let me perſuade you to provide againſt 
the Time of old Age and Sickneſs, and the Hour of 

Death. Alas ! All the Comforts we ſhall be capable 
of when we come to die, muſt be from the Reflecti- 
ons on a well ſpent Life, and the Hopes of a bleſſed 
Eternity. Shall we be ſuch ſtupid Fools to ſpend the 
Summer of Life in Sin and Vanity, and when the 
Winter of old Age comes, then to find Sorrow and 
Diſtreſs on a Death-Bed ? Health and Strength are 
but of ſhort Continuance, let us therefore remember 
our Creator now while we have Time and Ad- 
vantages. 

Lr us behold the wonderful Works of God, and 
praiſe him that created ſuch wonderful Things : For 
he created Beaſts and Birds, and every curious Thing. 

nd of all his curious Works that has Life he forgets 
them not ; he fecds the little Birds who chirrup forth 

his Praiſe in their innocent Songs. Let us ä 
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«aft all our Care upon him, for he careth for us, and 
provides us Food and Raiment. | 

Hayyy are we if we idle not our Time away, for 
when our Day's Work is done we may go Home with 
Satisfaction, rejoicing that we have not ſpent the 
Day in Revelling and Drunkenneſs. The laſt Thing 
to cloſe the Day with is to pray to God our dear Re- 


deemer, and then we may lay ourſelves down in 
Peace without being afraid of any Evil. 


Dip Man but know the Pleaſure of a well-ſpent. * 
Day, he would never ſpend one amiſs. * 
Lr others delight themſelves in Ribaldry and lewd . 
Talk and fooliſh Jeſting, we will not eavy them their 1 
mad Laughter ; for one pious Thought is worth a df 
thouſand Follies. | * 
H App are they that can look bark upon a well 13 
ſpent Life: They can ſafely reſign their Souls into by 
the Hands of a dear Kedeemer, who will reward A 
them well for all their Sufferings. 4 
4thly and laſtly, You muſt, wy dear Friends, ſeek _ 


your dear Redeemer; you muſt call upon him with 
lincerity, and he will come to you; and lead you to 
eternal Happineſs ; for without your Redecmer you 
can never be happy. Enquire {or him, and he will 
anſwer and bleſs you, | 

FoR$SAKE all Sin and Pl-aſure, forſake Drunken- 
neſs, Swearing, naughty Words, and every other 
Sin, or you never can go to Heaven. Be ft- faſt in 
Prayer; and that God may bleſs you all, an receive 
you to Heaven, is the Prayer of a poor unworthy Sin- 
ner. AMEN. 


un 


THE 
HUSBANDMAN' PRAYER. 


Ter Great Creator of this Earth, 
That gav'ſt to every Seed its Birth; 

By whom our Fields with Showr's are bleſt, 

Regara the Hus BAN DNMAN's Requeſt. 
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The bury d Corn, and ſhoot the Blade. 


And o er our 


The needful Change of Wet and Dry, 


© From Fields of Corn, from Meads of Hay 
Of Fruits from Orchards grafted Stocks, 


L 16 J Fat: 

I'm going now to till my Gaound, M. Bog 
And ſcatter there my Seed ard; SY 
Which I no more expect to ſee,” * * 
Unleſs thy Bleſſing ſow with me. | 


In vain our Seed around we throw, © 
In vain we harrow where we ſow ; 
Except thou doſt our Labours bleſs, 

And give the Grain a due I 


Not one of all my Barn-Supplies 
Will ever from the Ridges riſe, 1 
Unleſs thy Bleſſing does pervade e 


Let then thy Bleſſing, Lord, attend 


On all the Labours of my Hand: 
That I with Joy may reap and mow 


A fi Baturn from what I w. N 


Open che Windows of the Sky, 
And ſhow'r down Plenty from on high: 


With Fat of Earth the Seed ſuſtain, 9 
And raiſe a Spear from every Grain. | 
Let not our Sins thy Vengeance move, ; 
To turn owr Heav'n to Braſs above | 
Or harden into Ir'n our Earth, | 
Fields to ſpread a Dearth 3 
But pour in Seafon, on the Grain, 


The former and the latter Rain; 


And in Proportion due ſupply 


Forbid the Vermin to devour, 


Forbid the Mildew's blaſting Show'r, 
Fordi 


d the Tempeſt to deſtroy ß 75 
My growing Crop, and promis'd Joy. FP; | | 
And let thy Bleſſings round appear; 
Let Vales . cloth'd with Graſs and Corn, 
And Hills let various Flocks adorn. 
Give to the Sons df Men their Bread ; 
Let Beaſts with fatt pg Graſs be fed: 
All Things in Plenty, Lord, provide, 


|  Thiat all our Wants may be ſupply d. | - 


: 


Give us a Plenty, Lord, we pray, 


Of Milk from all the milky Flocks, - © — -+* * 
Thus, Lord, vouchſafe to bleſs our Land, 

And ev'ry Work we fake in Hand; 

That ſo with lifted Wands we may 


Return Boy al Night and Day. 


